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NEWS FOR ALIENS

The
AmericanBroadcasting

Companyhas figuredout a way to
raiseratingsfor its news specials

- produceone for a
potentially

vastnew
audiencein outerspace.

No kidding.The KoppelReport:News
from Earth,broadcast by ABC over
Christmas,

is a reviewby
earthlings

for
any alien

intelligence

out there that
might tune in, demographics unknown.

It might seema silly notion,

butit is an
often enlightening and occasionally

amusinghour of
self-examination

that
(who knows?)mightbe the firstinter
planetarynews magazineas television

signalstravelinto space at nearly
300,000km per second.

"The thoughtmay fascinateor horrify

you," Koppel said,in an asideto fellow
earthlings.

"But what if someday,a thou—
sand light-yearsfrom now, some alien
intelligence decodedthe signal?"

In case they do, Koppeland guests

addressed themselves to extraterrestrial

viewers:"So whatdo we tellyou,out
therein the far reachesof space,aboutus
and our planet?Well,for one thing,by
the timeyou see thiswe'llall be long

dead,"Koppel informedthem cheerily.

"Duringthis year just past,we took
detailednoteof a greatmanythingsthat
wereso

important

to us, and mustseem
so

irrelevant

to you."

But if our
next-solar-system

neigh—
bourspick up News from Earth,they
will hear, among others,SurgeonGeneral

C. Everett Koop) on AIDS, environ—
mentalist Jean-Michel Cousteau on

pollution, fast-talking comedianJohn
Moschitta on stress,BillyGrahamon
God and Vladimir Pozneron no-god.
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The only prominentwomenon the
programwere the United Nationsrepre—
sentativefrom Barbados;Dame Nita
Barrow,and

anthropologist

Jane Good—
all, who discussed endangered species.

A messageto aliens:the sexualbalance

of the program
notwithstanding,

females
are not on the

endangered
list.

Evenif somedid act silly:"If there's

anybodyout there,"one giggled. "Come
get me.

Koppeland companycoveredjust
about everything. The only apparent
oversight was not takingthe

opportunity

to issuean
invitation

to the Miss Universe

pageant.
Half-way throughthe program, Koppel

gavean updateon those
travellin'

TV
signals, which,he estimated were "well
past Mars,a mere five minutesfrom
Jupiterand half-wayto Saturn."

"We thinkaboutyou all the time,"

Koppel told outer-space audiences,in
troducinga segmenton earthlyfascina—

tion with UFO's
illustrated

with clipsof
sci-fi movies,fromWar of the Worldsto
ET.

But Koppeldid not warn our neigh—

bours
light-years

away that if they did
receiveNews from Earth,they might
soon be subjectedto strangeand uncon—
trollableforces from our planet - rat—
ings services lookingto wirethemup.

—The AssociatedPress


